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DOLGELLi'.TJ  RimL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MmiiL  REPORT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  IIEDI15AL 
OFFICER  OF  IlEALTII  FOR  TRE'yEAR  1966. 


ToS“  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dolgella.n  Rural  District  Coimcil, 

Mr,  Cha,irman  and  Gentlemen, 

I hs.ve  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December,  1965* 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  was  7?^^ 
(compared  with  7>?60  in  19o4,  7?740  in  19^3  and  7 >1^0  in  the  I96I  Census  and 
9 >670  in  the  1951  Census) o 

There  were  80  live  births  (82  in  1964  and  95  in  I963)  a,nd  2 stillbirths. 
No  deaths  occurred  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age. 

There  was  no  maternal  death,- 

107  persons  from  the  Hural  District  died  during  the  year,  (compared 
with  112  In  1964,  99  in  1963  and  IO7  in  I962),  As  in  previous  jrears  most  of 
the  deaths  vrere  from  strokes,  heart  dasea.se  and  coronary  artery  disease,  2 
deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis 5 the  same  number  a.s  in  1964,  29  cases  of 

measles  were  notified.  There  was  no  case  of  food  poisoning. 

The  report  generally  indicates  a healthy  community, 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.,  R.  P.  Jones,  Mr,  R.  A,  Roberts  and  the  Clerk 
Mr,  B,  Williams— Tonp.s  and  a,n  the  other  corjicil  officials  for  their  help 
dvrring  tho  year. 

Finally  I wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 

support, 

I remain. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


HUGH  FRiHTCIG 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GEMEBA.L  STATISTIT-S . 

SECTION  A. 

Area  of  loigellor,  R-.ira3.  district 
Rateable  lai'ae  *- 

Popuj.ation  (Registrar  General's  Figxrres)  - 
Sm  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  - 


158,9^2  Acres 
£171,193. 
7,W. 

£679.  8. 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 


Comparability  Fantcrs 


Eirtns  , • 
Deaths  « a 


• 0 • • 

0 e A 


1.35 

0,89 


BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS  Male^ 

Total  . . « . . o . . . . ^0 

Legitimate  » 37 
Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  •population  - 10,75 
1964  figures  ~ 10 a 70 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  1,000  popiilation)  - 


Females 

40“ 

3? 

3 


0.81 


STIT.L  BIRTHS 


Tot  al  ^ c*  a ^ or, 

StiT.1  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  pcTailation.  - 0,26 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  To bal  Live 

and  Still  Births  - 24^39 


' NXI^ 


TOTAL  BIRTHS  (lo've  and  Still) 

Live 

Srili 

DEl.THS 

DEATHS  OF  INFAFTTS  HNDP]R  OW.  YEAR 


Males 

i|0 


f*  ^ 

o « 


& ^ 
«•  <» 

C 9 


c -s 

9 ^ 
9 


9 ^ 
9 9 

e • 


• 9 

• « 

• • 


Maljes 

Nil 

Nir 

Nil 


Females 

n 


Femfle^ 

40 


Females 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Total  0 > 

Legi.timate 
Illegitimate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  Births  - Nil 

?u964  figures  — Nil 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  lyOOO  Legit jjmate  Live  Births  - Nil 
Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  Mortality 

(per  1,000  ni egri.  cimate  Live  Births  - Nil 
DEATHS  OF  INFMITS  NNDER  k IfEtKS.,  Maj^s  Females 

Total ..Nil"  Nil 

Legitimate  ,0  , , , , , , , , Nil  Nil 

Illegitimate  , , . , , . , Nil  Nil 
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Males 


Females 


pkh-TH  of  iimms  tinder  i week  of  age 

Total  

Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Illegitimate  

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Ra.te  •*  Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - 24,4 

M/iTERNiiL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)  - Nil 
MTERNAL  MORTALITY  (Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Still  Births  — Nil 

1964  figures  - Nil 

DEATHS  Males 

Total  Number  . . . * 31 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 14,38 

1964  figures  - 14,62 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

Total  Number  «.  •*  6 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 2»15 

1964  figures  - 01,96 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  Number  ,,  ..  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ••  2 

Rate  per  1,000  popiolation  - 0,27 

1964  figures  - 00,26 

GENERJJ;  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  Public  Hea.]  th  Officers  of  the  Authority 
One  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

One  Public  Health  Inspector, 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities;  Water  analysis  (chemical)  carried  out  by  the  _ 
Public  Analyst  Chester  Bacteriological  examination  of  water  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Aberystwyth  Ex;amination  of  milk  for  cleanliness,  keeping 
quality,  tuberculosis  and  brucellosis  at  the  Public  Health  La^boratory, 
Conway, 

(3)  Ambulance  Fa.cilitiess  Four  ambulances  stationed  at  Dolgellau 

(4)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics s 

Held  at  Dyffryn  3rd  Tuesday,  Horeb  Chapel  Vestry, 

Held  at  Dolgellau  1st  and  3rd  Monday,  J-'-beneser  Chapel  Vestry. 

Held  at  Abergynolvryn  last  Friday  in  the  month,  Village  Hall, 

Held  at  Corris,  1st  Wednesday  in  the  month,  at  the  Institute, 

(5)  Ante  Natal  Clinics s At  Dolgellau  Hospital  two  clinics  in  each  calend^-^ 

month, 

(6)  Orthopaedic  Clinics  At  the  Dolgellau  Hospital  (on  the  2nd  Thxirsday  of 
each  month) 

After  care  clinic  on  the  4th  Thiorsday  of  each  month. 


Nil 


Females 

56 
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(?;  TCTBEHCTJLOSyS  GLIMG; 

At  Dolgollaii  Hospital  twice  everjr  oalend  ar  month* 

(a; 

/'*r:can§ed  hy  the  Coa-itj  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  carried  out  at 
Iiofant  V/elfare  Clinics  and  hy  the  General  Practitioners  in  their 
surgera.es.  Immunisation  of  yoxong  habiec  and  young  children  also 
carried  out  hy  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  the  prima.ry  schools# 

(9)  nosPCT/^s 

One  at  Dolgellau, 

(^■)  I1JPECTI0IJ3  DISEASES; 

lotal  numher  01  Infectious  da  sea,ses  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  years-  29 

Scarliei  lever  - Hil  Measles  — 29 

Bacillar^r  Dysentry  - Nil  Infantile  Paralysis  - Nil 


Whooping  Cough 

- Nil 

PEW  CASES 

Pne\omonia 

- Nil 

TUHEPXITLOCISs 

Pulmonary 

- Tota,l  5 

Males 

4 

Females  1 

N on-Pulm  onco.i:^'’ 

- Total  1 

Males 

Nil 

Females  1 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS s 

Pulmona.ry 

- Total  2 

Males 

2 

Females  Nil 

Nc®>--Pulmonaay 

- Total  Nil 

Males 

Nil 

Fema.les  Nil 

TUBERCULOIS 


C...SES  MOM'.XITY  DmNG  1965 
“in  XGE  GRCIIPS 


i-ge  Periods 

i j 

{ Respiratory  Non-  i Respiratory 

1 Respiratory  | 

..  . . K t . . 

Nc 

Respj 

)n- 

.ratoiy 

0 

M. 

I F. 

! M, 

t 

P,  i M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

1 

i 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

10 

1 

15 

! 

i 

20 

1 

i — i 
( 

i 

C\2  i 

i 

1 

■—  

35 

1 

i 

45 

1 

1 

i 

1 

55 

2 

i 1 

65 

I 1 

75 

1 I 

TOTAL 

4 

1 

t..i i... 



i_  ... 

_ . 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1Q66 


Males 

Tvljerculosis  Pulmonary  2 

Tuber C5ulosis,  other  - 

Syphilitic  disease 

Other  infecti've  and  parasitic  disease  - 

Cancer  stomach  2 

" Bronchtxs 

" Breast  - 

' " Utenrus  - 

•'  Other  sites  ^ 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  - 

Diabetes  - 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  10 
Coronary  disease,  a.ngina  13 
Hypertension  v/ith  heart  disease  - 
Other  heart  diseases  1 
Other  circulatory  disease  2 
Influenza  2 


Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis y enteritis  and  dia^rrhoea 


Nephritis  and  nephrosis  3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Hyperplasis  of  prostate  - 

Congenital  malformations  ~ 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  1 

Suioide  - 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 


51 


Females 


2 


8 


12 

10 


12 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

5 

1 


56 


FOOD  HYGIBIIE 

Advise  was  given  to  food  handlers  generally  during  the  year. 
No.  of  prosecutions,  NIL. 
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DOLGELLAU  RUEiiL  ■ DISTRICT  COUITCIL 


Health  Department, 
Victoria  Bvdldings, 
DOLGELLAU. 

To  the  Chairman  and  I'lembers  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Cotincil, 

Mr,  Chairma.n  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honoiar  in  conjunction  with  Dr,  Hugh  Francis,  yovir  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  to  submit  the  section  of  the  Annual  Health  Report  dealing 
with  the  environmental  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  19^5 • 

The  year  under  review  has  been  encouraging  insofar  as  house  building 
and  the  provision  of  sewerage  schemes  are  concerned*  These  two  matters  are 
vital  and  I know  only  too  well  that  the  Council  is  facing  up  to  the  tremendous 
tasks  that  lies  ahead  in  these  fields  \^^.th  resolute  determination. 

Rather  than  look  back  upon  1965?  perhaps  it  would  be  more  pertinent  to 
look  ahead  and  point  out  some  of  the  problems  that  remain  and  are  likely  to 
remain  for  some  time  in  the  future. 

The  housing  situation  is  continually  catching  up  with  us  and  as  new 
dwellings  are  provided,  the  old  stock  is  rapidly  deteriorating.  Many  houses 
are  still  without  modem  sanitation  and  conveniences  and  althoiagh  the  number 
of  grant  applications  is  on  the  increase,  at  the  present  rate  of  progress, 
it  will  be  many  years  before  the  housing  standard  throughout  the  district  will 
attain  the  level  considered  satisfactory  in  the  latter  part  of  the  twentieth 
centxuy. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done  to  secure  adequate  and  satisfactory 
sewerage  arrangements  in  a number  of  villages  in  the  district.  As  sewerage 
schemes  proceed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  housing  improvements  will  follov;. 

Some  villages  can  benefit  from  a general  "face-lift"  necessitating  the 
removal  of  derelict  buildings  and  eye-sores  laying  out  of  pleasant  open  spaces, 
provision  of  adequate  street  lighting  and  f-umiture,  the  a.doption  and  proper 
surfacing  of  roads  and  the  introduction  of  coloirr  to  the  many  drab  houses  and 
buildings  which  today  have  a depressing  effect  on  us  all. 

The  "age  factor"  of  the  district  is  increasing  and  adequate  planning 
for  the  aged  must  be  constantly  borne  in  mind.  Provision  of  suitable  houses 
for  the  elderly  increasingly  form  port  of  our  annual  housing  programme  and 
Council  tenants  must  adopt  the  attitude  tha.t  eventually  the  Council  will 
expect  them  to  vacate  the  rhree  bedroom  houses  to  reside  in  a bungalow, 

-7- 


As  the  district  hecomes  increasingly  popular  vith  the  tourists,  adequate 
provision  must  he  planned  for  caravan  and  camping  sites  suitably  provided  vith 
all  the  amenities.  Is  it  asking  too  much  of  site  ovners  and  operators  to 
provide  hot  water  facilities  and  baths  or  showers? 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  toilet  facilities  at  stra.tegic 
points  along  the  main  routes  and  attractive  tourist  centres. 

The  methods  of  refuse  collection  must  be  continually  kept  mder  review 
and  a more  efficient  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  becoming  a priority. 

We  must  ensure  that  the  beaches  care  kept  clean  and  free  from  pollution. 

Public  Health  is  far  reaching  in  its  scope  and  if  we  are  to  improve  our 
environment  a \d.de  outlook  must  of  necessity  be  taken. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
their  interest-,  encouragement  and  support  in  furthering  the  public  health 
requirements  of  the  distid.ct, 

I am  indebted  to  Dr,  Hugh  Francis  for  his  loyal  support  and  advise, 

Mr.  Llyr  Jones,  Technical  Assistanct  for  his  willingness  and  enthusiasm  and 
to  Mr,  B.  Will iams-J ones,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr,  R.  A.  Roberts,  Surveyor 
and  Mr,  M.  T,  Pritchard,  Consultant  Architect  for  their  a^dvise  and  close 
co-opera,tion  at  all  times.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Council’s  technicaJ. 
and  administrative  staff  and  last  but  by  far  not  least,  the  outdoor  staff  for 
their  loyal  support  and  assistance. 


I remain,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  PUGH  JOMES, 
Public  Health  Inspector, 
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SanitaiT  Inspections  of  the  Area 


Refuse  Tips 

68 

Disinfestation 

8 

Refuse  Collection 

197 

Watercourses 

9 

Drainage 

13 

New  Housing  Sites 

14 

Public  Health  Acc  - re 

Housing  Acts 

76 

Housing  defects 

33 

Housing  Acts  - re.  Overcrowding 

Factories  Act 

3 

& Housing  Conditions 

21 

Public  Conveniences 

76 

Improvement  Grants 

130 

Caravan  Sites 

43 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

19 

Camping  Sites 

96 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

21 

Nuisances 

33 

Ceme tries 

1 

Dangerous  Structures 

8 

Interview  vrith  Owners  and 

Places  of  Public 

Builders  etc. 

33 

Entertainment 

2 

Management  - Council  Houses 

346 

Common  Land  re.  Nuisances 

3 

Miscellaneous 

37 

Infectious  Diseases 

3 

Private  Water  Supplies 

9 

Private  Enterprise  Development  Proriosals  Approved 


Water  Closets 

20 

Toilet  for  camping  site 

2 

Bathrooms 

16 

New  Shops  and  Cafes 

8 

Hot  Water  Systems 

13 

Caravan  Sites  (extensions) 

3 

Sinks  Lav,  Basins 

17 

Garages 

44 

Septic  Tanks 

11 

Summer  Houses  & Porches 

5 

Drainage  Systems 

17 

New  Houses 

50 

Additions 

15 

Conversions 

3 

Agrioultinral  Buildings 

7 

Electricity  Schemes 

18 

Improvement  s 

18 

Factories  Act  1937  - I960 


No,  of  Premises  on  Register  5 

No,  inspected  re,  cleanliness  2 

No.  inspected  re.  Sanitary  Conditions  2 
Defects  foimd  1 

Defects  remedied  1 

Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Manufacturing  Premises  Nil, 

Number  of  retailers  33 
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House  Imipro Yemen t Schemes? 

Application  for  Discretionary  Grants  received 

dtiring  19'^5 

Appl.ication  for  Standard  Grants  received 

during  19^5  28 

Standard  Grant  Schemes  completed  18 

Discretionary  Grant  Schemes  completed  5 

Total  number  of  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant 
Schemes  completed  from  195^  ~ 19^5  73 

Total  sum  of  grants  actually  paid  = £21,l65s  7»  11® 

Total  number  of  Standard  Grant  Improvement 

Schemes  completed  foim  1959  “ 19^5  51 

Total  sum  of  grants  actually  paid  = £6, 488s  l4s  0. 


-10- 


CLEAR/'.NCE  Am  CLOSURE  OF  SHB-STAmi'J?I)  HOUSING 


It  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  120  substandard 
houses  in  the  district  and  whereas  about  half  this  nmber  can  probably 
be  rehabilited  into  suitable  dwellings  by  major  renovation  and  conversion, 
the  existing  problem  remains  and  it  is  disappointing  to  report  that 
progress  in  this  very  improtant  field  of  public  health  during  the  y©ar 
was  very  small  indeed*  The  reasons  for  the  lack  of  progress  are  very 
evident,  the  chief  cause  being  the  lack  of  new  building  in  the  area-s  where 
the  problem  is  greatest,  i.e,  Corris  and  Aberllefenni,  There  is  also 
some  apparent  reluctance  by  some  dwellers  to  seek  and  accept  stiitable 
housing  conditions.  The  Council  will  in  the  future  have  to  give  some 
measure  of  priority  to  re-housing  tenants  living  in  sub-standard  houses 
and  where  opposition  is  met,  tenants  will  have  to  be  forced  to  varate 
their  existing  houses  and  either  accept  the  accommodation  offered  by 
the  Council  or  seek  alternatives  themselves. 

Only  by  strong  and  determined  action  will  the  problem  of  poor 
housing  conditions  be  overcome. 

Buring  19^5  THREE  houses  were  made  subject  to  foimal  clos\ire 
action  under  the  Housing  Act  1957c 

Ten  houses  in  the  Graiandy  Area,  Pennal  were  demolished  during 
the  year  providing  a site  for  four  new  dwellings  and  a public 
conveniences. 

HOUSIHG  IMPROVEMEJITS 


It-  is  pleasing  to  record  that  19^5  showed  a marked  increased 
trend  in  the  number  of  houses  to  be  improved  particularly  binder  the 

Standaxd  Grant  pro-visions  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  wi-th  the  progress 

of  sewerage  schemes  in  the  various  villages,  the  rate  of  housing  improve- 
ments will  increa.se  rapidly  in  the  very  near  futvire. 

The  improved  Standard  Grant  pro-visions  in  the  Housing  Act  1964 
whereby  the  maximum  grant  can  be  as  high  as  £350  v^here  septic  tank 
drainage,  provision  of  new  water  supply  or  the  construction  of  a new 
bathroom  is  necessary,  has  no  donlbt  facilitated  improvements  in  a rural 

area  but  I must  again  express  my  disa.tisfa.ction  at  the  apparent  reluctance 

of  the  central  government  to  substantially  increase  the  present  ceiling 
of  £400  for  the  Discretionary  Grant  improvements.  Indeed,  due  to  the 
difference  between  the  two  grants  now  being  only  £50  in  many  instances, 
one  can  -understand  the  reluctance  of  some  house  owners  to  aim  at  the 
"■twelve  point"  standard  of  the  Discretiona.ry  Grant  conditions  and  accept 
^he  less  stringent  conditions  of  the  Standard  Grant,  It  is  accepted  by 
all  that  hoxise  improvements  is  a.  very  important  part  - answer  to  the 
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present  housing'  shortage  so  why  not  make  the  scheme  really  attractive* 

It  seems  common  sense  to  me  to  suggest  a.  maximum  Discretionary  Grant  of 
at  least  £800  rather  than  the  Council  he  expected  to  hirild  new  houses 
at  a cost  of  £3?00  plus*  With  the  Council's  excellent  house  purchase 
scheme  and  really  attractive  improvement  grants,  I feel  s-ure  tha„t  many 
of  the.,  housing  applicants  woiild  prefer  to  become  house  owners  and  thus 
help  the  overall  housing  problem,  I must  also  again  reiterate  that  the 
scope  of  the  grant  is  not  realistic  to  cover  old  houses  in  a typical 
rural  area  such  as  this  and  the  cost  of  re -roofing  (w  ich  in  many  instances 
would  be  necessa„ry)  should  qualify  for  grant  and„  After  all,  what  good 
is  any  dwelling  without  a.  proper,  wa.ter  tight  and  structurally  sound  roof? 

Preliminary  surveys  of  villages  were  commenced  during  the  yean  to 
determine  how  far  the  compulsory  impi'ovement  of  houses  under  the  Housing 
Act  1964  would  a.pply  in  this  district.  The  villages  of  Rhydymain, 

Mallwyd  and  Aberangell  were  inspected,  concurrent  with  the  new  sev/erage 
schemes.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  villages  of  Corris,  Abergj'-nolwyn 
and  Aberllefenni  will  be  opportune  to  introduce  the  declaration  of 
im.provement  areas  but  overall,  due  to  the  evenly  spread -out  owner  - 
occupancy  rate,  it  does  not  appear  at  this  stage  that  compulsory  improve- 
ment of  tenanted  houses  is  going  to  be  a great  success.  Continuous 
canva,ssing  a,nd  publicity  is  most  certainly  beginning  to  ha.ve  its  effect 
although  it  is  disappointingto  observe  tha.t  more  week-end  and  holiday 
homes  are  receiving  improvement  treatment  than  houses  which  are  occupied 
throughout  the  year, 

AQUISITIOH  Aid)  IITOOVEMEM:  OF  HOUSES  BY  THE  CQTJHCIL 

The  Council  are  to  be  congra.tulated  for  continirLng  their  interest 
and  activity  in  this  field,  although  due  to  the  increasing  demand  for 
holiday  homes  in  this  area,  the  scope  is  becoming  increasingly  limited. 
However,  the  pirrchase  of  tenanted  property  is  being  pirsued  so  that 
eventually  such  houses  will  be  brought  up  to  a satisfa.ctorj''  standard  by 
the  Council c 


Humber  of  properties  required  by  the  Council 

up  to  December  19^5 «.  4? 

Humber  of  properties  improved  25 

Humber  of  properties  with  improvement  schemes  in 

progress.  2 

H-umber  to  be  improved 

Hegotio,tion  for  purchase  in  progress  4 


During  the  year  schemes  of  complete  im.provement  vrere  completed  on 
Hos,  1 & 12  Llanegiym  Street,  Abergynolvjyn,  Old  School  House  Corris  and 
Brynawel  Corris  was  converted  into  two  flats.  Schemes  of  improvement  v/ere 
commenced  on  Hos,  13  and  I5  Llanegryn  Street,  Abergynolwyn  and  details 
were  being  completed  to  convert  the  foitr  houses  in  Gland'wr  Street,  Corris 
into  two  dwellings. 
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imi  COIMOIL  HOUSE  BHILDIHG 


1965  proved  to  He  a very  successful  year  insofar  a„s  Cotincil  house 


building  was  concerned  and  during  the  year  38  new 

houses  were  C( 

ample ted 

a.nd  occupied  as 

follows s - 

Two  Bedmom 

Three  Bedroom 

Pour  Bedroom 

Old  Age 

Plants 

Houses 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Aberangell 

- 

8 

- 

Dinas  Ma.wddwy 

- 

6 

- 

Dyffryn  Ardudwy 

- 

6 

- 

- 

Llanegryn 

- 

■3 

1 

A- 

Pennal 

6 

- 

— 

•• 

Housing  Schemes 

under  construction  £ 

?.,t  31st  December,  1965 

Aberangell 

A Two  Bedroomed  Houses, 

Hous jng  Schemes 

to  be  implemented  during  1966 

Tvro  Bedroom 

Three  Bedroom 

Four  Bedroom 

Old  Age 

Flats 

Hoiases 

House  s 

Bjmgalpw 

Llanegryn 

- 

- 

^ (2  Bed- 
room) 

Bontddu 

- 

- 

- 

Llwyngv/ril 

- 

- 

- 

C orris 

- 

6 

- 

- 

Aberllefenni 

8 

- 

- 

Brithdir 

- 

4 

- 

4 (2  Bed- 

room) 

Dyffryn  Ardudwy 

- 

8 

- 

— 

Schemes  arnroved 

in  principle 

8 (2  Bed- 

Pantperthog 

— 

.. 

— 

room) 

Rhydymain 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Pennal 

k 

- 

— 

— 

As  the  Council  are  already  so 

fully  awane,  the  issue  of  ' 

continued 

housing  policy  is  becoming  critical 

insofar  as  the  high  cost  of  building 

is  bound  to  have 

an  exhausting  effect  on  rentals 

of  existing  and  new 

Council  houses. 

The  ala.rming  feo.ture  in  this  area,  is  that  the 

average 

income  of  wage  earners  is  so  low  that  the  possibility  of  charging  rentals 
anyvvrhere  near  their  economic  value  is  bejT-ond  the  vast  majority  of  tenants. 
This  fact  poses  the  questions  ofs- 

0 Are  higher  rentals  going  to  ca.use  hardship  to  some  tenants 
with  the  threa.t  of  creefting  consequent  socia„l  problems. 

»1> 


1 


2,  Should  not  the  housing  subsidies  received  from  the 
Exchequer  he  considerably  increased  to  authorities 
such  as  this. 

If  the  Council  are  going  to  attadn  their  a.im  of  providi.ng 
satisfactory  houses  for  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  list  and 
replace  the  existing  sub- standard  dwellings  in  the  district  without 
delay,  the  answer  to  the  rental  question  will  have  to  be  solved.  If 
no  ansvrer  will  be  found  soon  the  problem  of  rural  de-population  will  be 
beyond  solution  as  already  the  trend  of  movement  to  the  urban  area.s  with- 
in and  beyond  the  rural  area,  is  accelerating.  This  will  be  the  "death  - 
k^nell"  of  rirral  life  and  a complete  waste  of  large  amounts  of  public 
money  invested  in  providing  the  villa^ges  with  adequate  water  and  sevrerage 
schemes  and  other  public  services, 

PRIV.'TE  BUILDING  lEVELOPMT 

Private  house  building  contintied  to  increene  in  certain  parts  of 
the  district  particularly  along  the  popular  coastal  belt  in  the  Fairboume 
and  Dyffryn  areas.  In  many  insta,nces  these  houses  are  bought  and 
occupied  by  either  elderly  persons  entering  the  area,  to  retire  or  by 
persons  seeking  a holiday  and  weekend  retreat  from  the  industrial  arean 
of  the  Midlands  and  Merseyside, 

23  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  whilst 
planning  permission  wa^s  granted  for  ^0  houses, 

PUBLIC  CLEAhSIITG  SERVICES 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


There  were  no  startling  cha.nges  or  improvements  in  this  essential 
public  health  service  during  the  yean.  The  "kerb-side"  collection  of 
refuse  continued  to  be  the  practiee  a.pant  from  the  "rear  door"  pamper 
sa.ck  collection  for  the  elderly  and  infirm.  Minor  extensions  of  the 
collection  rota.s  were  introduced  wherever  possible,  a seven  da.y  collection 
frequency  being  available  to  about  85%  of  the  dwellings  whilst  the 
remainder,  being  very  isolated  premises  were  served  once  in  three  weeks 
by  means  of  the  specially  ada.pted  Land  Rover,  All  licensed  caravan  and 
camping  sites  also  receive  a regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  during 
the  holiday  season. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  refuse  collection  service^  all  villages 
receive  periodical  special  collections  when  householders  are  encouraged 
to  dispose  of  all  bulk;'’  rubbish,, old  furni-tTure  and  articles.  This  free 
seialce  greatly  assists  the  householders  and  reduces  the  risk  of  illicit 
dmping  of  materials  and  creation  of  nuisances  and  eyesores. 
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The  Council  considered  and  approved  the  policy  of  introducing  the 
"rear-door"  system  of  refuse  collection  hy  means  of  the  Paper  Sadc  System 
of  refuse  storage  and  plans  were  well  advanced  at  the  end  of  19^5  to 
commence  the  system  during  early  I966, 

Again  another  year  passed  and  we  saw  no  change  in  the  collecting 
and  em^ptying  of  pail  and  chemical  closets  in  Corris,  Aherllefenni  and 
Pennal . 

The  need  for  the  complete  riddance  of  this  essential  but  repulsive 
service  becomes  increasingly  evident  but  at  least  there  wa.s  a step  in  the 
right  direction  during  the  year  v/lien  this  service  in  Mallwyd  and  Aberangell 
finally  ceased  due  to  the  completion  of  a vfater  home  sewerage  system  in 
the  two  villages, 

REFUSE  PISPOSAL s 

Two  refuse  tips  are  now  in  use  by  the  Council,  the  sites  being  at 
Bontddu  and  Rhoslefain,  Following  the  purchase  of  a mechanical  shovel  in 
late  196^  the  disposal  methods  vrere  greatly  improved  at  the  two  tips  and 
the  crude  dumping  of  refuse  has  now  become  "part  of  history".  The  provision 
of  adequa.te  cover  to  bury  the  refuse  proved  to  be  expensive , particularly 
insofar  as  the  Bontddu  tip  was  concerned  but  as  adequate  coverage  is 
essential  all  reasonable  steps  were  taken  to  ensure  that  the  refuse  was 
disposed  of  as  hygienically  as  possible.  Regular  fly  spraying  was 
ca,rried  out,  particularly  at  the  Bontddu  tip.,  which  is  prone  to  infestation 
unless  strict  control  measures  are  enforced. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  present  rate  of  tipping  the  Bontdd.u 
refuse  tip  has  a "life"  of  five  to  six  years.  The  Rhoslefain  tip  however, 
is  rapidly  nearing  completion  and  unless  incineration  becomes  a reality 
within  the  next  eighteen  months,  it  will  be  necessa.ry  to  seek  permission 
for  an  extension  or  an  alterna.tive  site  in  the  Rhoslefain  area.. 

It  is  disapointing  to  record  that  very  little  was  achieved  d\rring 
the  year  insofar  as  the  "Incinerator  Project"  was  concerned.  Due  to 
reasons  beyond  the  Council's  control,  negotiations  for  the  site,  which 
already  holds  outline  planning  permission,  appeared  to  be  at  a.  standstill 
and  until  this  issue  has  been  cleared,  there  is  little  purpose  in 
proceeding  with  submitting  the  scheme  for  : considera.tion  by  the  Welsh 
Office, 

Staff  engaged  on  Public  Cleansing  Services 

Foreman  - Duties  consist  of  relief  driver,  vehicle  ma.intenance  a..nd 
refuse  disposa.lo 

Drivers  - One 

Loaders  - Tvro  (one  loader  occa^onal.l^’’  employd  as  driver/loader) 

Driver/Loader  - on  Land  Rover  collection  routes  and  "night  soil"  collection! 
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No  staffing  proNleirs  were  encovmtered  during  the  year  although 
to  replace  the  driver/loader  engaged  on  pail  closet  collection  the 
Council  had  to  offer  an  attractive  bonus  incentive. 

Generally,  this  service  ra.n  smoothly  throughout  the  year  and  I am 
very  indebted  to  the  staff  for  their  support  and  effort  in  carrying  out 
a job  of  work,  which  to  say  the  least,  is  burdensome  and  unpleasant, 

LITTER; 

I was  of  the  opinion  that  the  litter  problem  was  contained  veiy 
satisfactorily  during  19^5  J^nd  this  was  due  to  the  very  close  co-opera»tion 
existing  between  the  County  Highways  and  Planning  Departments  and  this 
authority , 

The  district  vra.s  adequately  supplied  with  litter  receptacles  and 
experience  proved  that  enclosed  paper  sack  holders  with  hinged  lids  were 
by  far  the  best  receptacles  to  store  litter  and  prevent  scattering  by 
birds  ,•  a.nimals  and  the  elements,, 

Litter  was  removed  regularly  and  a.long  the  popular  coastal  resorts 
special  collections  were  carried  out  three  times  weekly  during  the  peak 
holiday  period. 


PUDLIC  C0N7ENIENCES 


The  policy  of  providing  public  conveniences  in  the  villages  through- 
out the  rural  area  was  pursued  during  the  year,  although  due  to  various 
difficulties  of  which  the  Council  aL,re  well  awa.re,  no  startling  progress 
can  be  cla,imed  during  1965© 

However,  new  conveniences  were  com.pleted  in  the  villa,ge  of 
Llanegryn  and  an  additiona.1  toilet  block  erected  near  the  foreshore  in 
F airbourne , 

The  Council  decided  to  commence  installing  improved  hand  washing 
facilities  in  the  public  conveniences  and  work  was  put  in  ha.nd  to  provide 
a constant  supply  of  hot  water  in  both  toilets  in  Pairbourne  for  the  I966 
holiday  season. 

The  following  villa, ges  are  now  provided  with  public  conveniences? - 

Abergynolwyn  Dinas  Mawddwy  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  Llanegryn, 

Ll'wyngwril  Llanfachreth  Bontddu 

Lov/er  Corrid  Pairbourne  - 2,  Ganllwyd 
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Plans  are  in  •various  sta.ges  of  implementation  to  provide  conveniences 
in  Talybont,  Arthog,  Rhydymain,  Penna.l,  Upper  Corris  and  Llanell-tyd  and 
also  near  the  foreshore  at  Bennar  Fawr,  Uyffryn  Ardud-^/y, 

The  Council  have  dra.wi  the  attention  of  the  Merioneth  Park  Plannihg 
Committee  to  the  ■urgent  need  of  providing  toilet  facilities  in  several 
popular  to\rrist  sites  in  the  district  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
response  v/ill  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  fut'ure. 

The  cleaning  of  all  the  public  conveniences  is  undertaken  by  pa,rt 
time  staff  and  in  my  opinion  the  standard  p.ttained  is  very  satisf actoiy. 

SEVERAGE  AM)  SEWAGE  UISPOS/iL 

The  year  under  review  saw  the  completion  of  three  village  sewers-ge 
schemes  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  villages  of  Rhydymain, 

Mallwyd  and  Aberangell  are  now  a.dequately  sewered.  The  large  comprehensive 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  Uyffryn  and  Talybont  areas  was  also  commenced 
d-uring  the  year  a.nd  this  scheme  will  bring  about  a considerable  public 
health  improvement  by  the  abolition  of  a number  of  septic  tanks  and  the 
adequa.te  drainage  of  the  large  caravan  sites  in  that  area. 

The  prospects  for  the  commencement  of  the  much  awaited  Corris 
Sewerage  Scheme  seemed  much  brighter  at  the  end  of  19^5  and  undoubtedly 
the  provision  of  adequate  drainage  and  sewerage  in  this  village  is  a 
vital  public  health  requirement. 

The  Sewerage  arrangements  in  Falrbo-ume  continued  to  be  critical 
and  although  substantial  emergency  works  were  undertaken,  the  need  for  a 
complete  and  efficient  sewerage  scheme  in  this  popiilar  holiday  resort 
becomes  more  essential  ann-ually. 

After  a very  determined  effort  by  the  Council's  Surveyor  the 
defective  sea.  outfall  sewer  was  rehabilitated  practica.lly  the  whole  of 
its  length  and  this  ensures  that  sevjage  can  again  be  discharged  at  a 
point  where  the  risk  of  beach  polliition  is  nullified, . 

Administrative  difficulties  again  held  back  progress  with  the 
Pennal  Sev/erage  Scheme, 

The  Co-uncil  have  the  following  major  schemes  in  various  stages  of 
implementations  - 

Talybont/Uyffryn  Scheme  - In  progress  during  I965 

Upper  and  Lower  Corris  - To  commence  I966 

Aberllefenni  - To  commence  e'arly  19^7 
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Brithdii* 


To:  .commence  19^7 


The  Schemes  for  Fairhoiome,  Friog,  Arthog  and  Pennal  were  in 
various  administrative  or  design  stages. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  lierioneth  -\fater  Board  is  the  staiutory  water  undertaking  through- 
out the  entire  district  although  the  day  to  day  management  rema.ined  Trader 
the  control  of  the  Council’s  Sirrveyor  until  such  tim.e  as  the  Board  will 
he  in  a position  to  a.ssurae  full  responsibility. 


Public  Supplies s 

The  Council's  S-urveyor  arrsonged  for  regular  sampling  of  all  the 
public  v/a,ter  supplies.  The  results  are  as  follows s- 


Priva,te  Water  Supplies s 

Due  to  Hill  Fa.rming  and  House  Improvement  schemes  in  particular, 
many  dwellings  sit-uated  outside  the  limits  of  the  public  water  supplies 
have  been  provided  with  satisfactory  private  v/ater  supplies  derived  mainly 
from  land  springs.  Proposed  sources  of  supplies  are  sampled  for 
bacteriological  analysis  and  advise  is  given  on  soTirces  and  protection 
aginst  pollution.  The  new  Standard  Grant  provisions  a„ssist  and  encourage 
houseowners  to  provide  a satisfactory  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  to 
dwellings  already  lacking  such  a.  facility*  Where  isolated  and  sub- 
standard dwellings  are  brought  into  re-Tise,  mainly  as  holiday  homes, 
an  approved  piped  supply  of  vdiolesome  v/a„ter  is  insisted  upon  before 
occupation  is  permitted. 

Water  analysis  results  were  a.s  followss- 

Uo.  of  Samples  Taken  Sa.tisfa.ctory  Unsati sf actorv 


Ho,  of  Samnles 


Satisfactory 


Unsati  sfa.ctory 


110 


75 


35 


30 


20 


10 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AMD  COTOOL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1960. 


Number  of  Licensed  Sites  in  the  District  " 34 

Estimated  total  number  of  Cara,varB  on  Licensed  Sites  - 1979 

Regular  inspections  of  the  cara.van  sites  during  the  holiday  season 
revealed  that  the  standards  laid  dovm  by  the  Council  in  the  site  licenses 
were  in  the  majority  of  cases  being  complied  with.  Where  breaches  were 
found,  verbal  or  written  notices  ensured  that  the  operators  co-operated 
and  in  no  instance  was  it  necessar^^  to  recommend  instituting  legal 
proceedings  during  the  year. 

It  wa.s  again  evident  during  the  holiday  season  that  there  was  an 
urgent  demand  for  touring  sites  containing  satisfactory  facilities. 

Tented  Camping  Sjtess 

The  summer  of  19^5  was  a repeat  of  previous  seasons,  with 
unauthorised  camping  sites  sprouting  up  more  or  less  throughout  the 
district.  In  many  instances,  little  or  no  regard  was  given  to  basic 
public  health  requirements  and  with  the  current  legislation  being  so 
innocuous,  it  is  regrettable  that  the  health  authority  can  only  look 
on  the  situation  powerless  and  frustrated, 

I again  reiterate  that  the  Council  should  consider  establishing 
camping  sites  in  the  district  to  promote  satisfactoiy  standards  of 
public  health. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1956 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 s 

Food  permises  were  visited  periodically  and  on  the  whole  the  food 
establishments  inspected  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  were  no  legal  proceedings  instituted  during  the  year  for 
contravention  of  the  regulations, 

SHOPS.  OFFICES  AND  RAILWAY  PPJEIilSES  ACT  1963 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers  where  non-compliance 
with  the  regulations  was  found.  No  special  difficulties  have  been 
encountered  in  the  application  of  the  Act  and  with  regular  re-visits  it 
is  anticipated  that  all  premises  will  maintain  a satisfactory  standard 
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of  working  conditions  for  employees, 
REGISTEATIOIT  AMD  INSPECTION 


Classification 

No,  Registered 

No,  Iiis-pected 

Re  Visits 

Shops 

19 

19 

25 

Offices 

6 

6 

7 

Catering  Establishments 

19 

19 

20 

PEST  CONTROL, 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  record  that  the  overall  rodent  infestation 
level  in  the  district  has  been  contained  at  a reasonably  low  level  d-uring 
the  year  •under  re'vi.ew.  Perusal  of  the  statistics  contained  in  the  report 
reveal  that  from  the  total  n-umber  of  properties  in  the  district  (excluding 
farms)  only  8,^^  were  found  to  be  infested  with  either  rats  or  mice.  This 
shows  a drop  of  just  over  1^  since  the  previous  year.  In  the  case  of 
farm-Sj  there  was  also  a slight  decrea.se  in  the  n’umber  of  infestations 
treated.  The  importa.nce  of  the  service  is  a.gadn  emphasized  inasm.uch  as 
inspections  by  the  rodent  officer  resulted  in  over  9*^  of  infestations 

being  loca.ted.  The  inference  of  course  is  that  if  the  public  a.s  a whole 
were  to  be  relied  u.pon  to  notify  inf esta.tions , the  rodent  situation  in 
the  district  wou].d  very  soon  become  serious. 

The  incidence  of  warfarin  resistaait  rats  in  Montgomeryshire  has 
caused  some  concern  and  the  rodent  officer  hn,s  been  vigilant  in  constantly 
checking  the  situation  on  the  Southern  bo'undary  to  ensure  that  the 
phenomenon  ha,s  not  sprea,d  to  this  area,  ’Whilst  the  situa.tion  in  Montgomeiy- 
shire  is  probably  the  result  of  a.  very  cornplic<ated  genetic  nature,  I do 
think  there  is  a,  lesson  to  be  learned  from  it.  The  public  would  be  far 
better  a.d-vlsed  to  seek  the  a.ssistance  of  the  rodent  officer  in  treating 
infestations  rather  than  attempt  to  clear  rodents  with  some  of  the  patent 
remedies  ava.ila.ble.  The  proper  destruction  of  rats  a.nd  mice  is  a skilful 
operation  and  I know  that  very  often  the  rodent  officer  enco’unters 
difficulties  because  tmsuccessful  attempts  have  been  made  by  persons  to 
treat  infestations  a.nd  thus  encouraged  the  vermin  to  become  "bsrt-shyo" 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year  a,nd  the  district 
continued  to  be  free  of  major  infestations. 

Due  to  circum.stances  beyond  m*y  Co-uncil’s  control,  very  little  progress 
has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  incineration  of  refuse.  In  the  mean- 
time, two  refuse  tips  are  in  use  and  the  problem  of  effective  fly  control 
at  the  Bontddu  tips  has  persisted.  During  la.st  summer,  the  tips  were  hea'vily 
infested  a.nd  the  rodent  officer  ha.d  considorable  difficulty  in  cordbrolling 
the  fly  infosta.tions. 
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j TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

( - 

i Non  Agricultural  1 

i 

(l 

Local 

Auth- 

ority, 

! (2) 
i Dwelling 
: House  s 

i(inc.  Council 
Houses. ) 

■ (3) 

I All  Other 
j ( including 
Business 
Premises.) 

! (A) 

i Total  of 
Cols.  L, 
2 & 3. 

i 

1 

1 (5) 

Agricul- 

tural, 

1, 

Number  of  prop- 
erti^es  in  Local 
Authority*  s 
District, 

69 

j 

2AA9 

336 

285A 

559 

-L.  

II. 

Total  number  of 
properties  insp- 
ected as  a result 
of  notification 

23 

1 

! 

l 

3A 

11 

Number  of  such 
properties  found 
to  be  infested  bys- 
Common  Rat  (Minor) 
House  Mouse  (minor) 

16 

. 

V 

7 

23 

11 

1 7 

A 

11 

- 

III. 

Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the 
Act, 

57 

988 

268 

1313 

298 

IV. 

Number  of  such 
properties  found 
to  be  infested  bys- 

Common  Rat  (Minor) 
House  Mouse  (Minor) 

39 

89 

^3 

171 

68 

22 

j 

lA 

36 

2 

VI 

NLtipber  of  infested 
properties  (in 
Sections  II,  III  & 
LV)  treated  by  the 
L.A.  1 

39 

i 

134 

1 

68 

241  1 

1 

81 

, 
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